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Abstract
(These introductory comments, and the accompanying short piece on electronic publication, submitted by Alan Freeman):

Over the five years of its existence, the IWGVT's mini-conferences have grown to be the largest single component 
of the Eastern Economic Association's Annual Conference, breaking radical new ground in the research presented 
and the debates engaged. 

This lively and growing interest in value theory, in the development of temporal approaches to value, and in the re-examination of Marx's thinking, finds little or no reflection in existing journals. In orthodox circles the general 
silence, not only on the work of Marx but more generally on value theory - once the predominant concern of theoretical economics - and on temporal approaches to economics, constitute in our view a part of the mounting evidence of substantive theoretical crisis in the economics profession and call clearly into question the claims of 
economics, as now practiced, to be treated as either scientific, scholarly or even merely liberal.

There is an evident need for a genuinely pluralistic, scholarly medium for discussion and dissemination that can place this growing body of new work and re-appraisal in the hands of the general public, facilitate  the free interchange of ideas between those interested,  foster a collaborative dialogue between currents of thought concerned to develop temporal approaches to value, and promote a critique of, and engagement with, political economy in general.

With the arrival of electronic dissemination a range of possibilities open up to combine non-suppressive publication with high standards of scholarship. The opportunity exists for a radical break not only in the content, but also the form, of publication. 


The purpose of this session is to start a deeper discussion amont those interested in such a publishing project, about its objectives and the means of achieving them.
